


Before and after World War I, the rich, inviting presence of a hardwood
countertop graced the kitchens of homes throughout the United States,
according to Ken Williamson, ckp, owner of Craft-Art in Atlanta.
Because wood countertops in the 1970s were sealed improperly, how-
ever, they stained easily, creating eyesores as more and more kitchens
were moved toward the center of the home. With the emergence of
easy-to-maintain natural stone and laminate surfaces, the demand for
countertops made of wood dramatically decreased. "The design com-

The upkeep of wood countertops, though different from that of oth-
er surfaces, is fairly easy to perform. For instance, Craft-Art countertops
require a homemade vinegar and water solution for daily cleaning and
disinfecting. In addition, they should be recoated once a year with
Waterlox finish to maintain their durability and add sparkle. *People are
unaware that wood countertops can make a suitable kitchen surface,”
said Mark T. White, ckp, owner of Kitchen Encounters in Annapolis, MD.
“But it's important to establish realistic expectations with a client. |






