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Best new ideas for
eco-chichome décor
and garden design
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- SUSTAINABILITY,
MEETSTYLE

Your eco-conscience can rest easy—
green décor is more stylish than ever
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In life, we often have to
make’ sacrifices. But trade
style for sustainability? We style-
seeking shoppers say nay.

There was a time when "environmentally

friendly” was equated with all things—read

negative connotation—"natural.” But as envi-

ronmental consciousness rises so does the
demand for products that make both Mother
Nature and Sister Style proud.

The green concept is nothing new, espe-
cially here in environmentally sensitive

Seattle, But thanks to that ever-increasing

awareness, more and more style-conscious

L(_}IH[JrJI'liE'E dre t'JL:.'L'.'CJI"'WII'!'i_] eco-conscious as

well—expanding our green décor selections
to a showroom-worthy level,
“There are really great things that can look
interesting without looking like gum wrap-
pers glued together,” says interior designer

Keith Miller, ASID, of Miller & Associates Interior
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541). The market has

yducts that are

Consultants (206-226-

enabled us to have p egant,

uxurious, modern—what people don't

expect green to be.”

As an example, Miller
based counter-top manufacturer, Squak
Mountain Stone, whose limestone- or soap-
stonelike products made of recycled materi-
als can be found at the Environmental Home
Center (environmentalhomecenter.com).

The EHC—Seattle’s hub for green build-

ing—has an extensive selection of surfaces

for a responsibly built home. While most of
these products have been around for quite a
while, new offerings continue hitting the

market. For that, you can thank those shop-

pers making conscientious choices.
“The demand for responsible production
is really what's driving our selection process,”

Miller says, explaining that it occurs when

consumers ask the right questions."Honestly,

Sat 9-4 « 4129 Stone Way North « Seattle, WA 98103 = 206-633-1700

when you purchase products, do you really

N where and how they were made?

Who's !‘r']ak'.:'uq thern, and what chemicals a

involved? What's the impact on our health?”

Treat 5hO"'“|I|g for home décor like shop-
ping for food and examining nutrition labels,
he says; you need the facts behind some-

thing to make an intelligent selection.

BUT IF YOU'RE MORE INTERESTED in style
than facts, what's the draw?
“There are those who make conscious

choices about the products they buy, but it's

important to reach the others o don't—

who become mor

aware dfter purchasing a
beautiful item that just happens to be sus-
tainable,” says Rebecca Luke, co-founder and
senior stylist of the Sustainable Style
Foundation (sustainablestyle.org). “That's
when we're making more of an impact.”

And that's where style-savvy manufacturers
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EASY BEING GREEN

{ ,‘». If you're not interested in refurnishing or rebuilding
' A your home, interior designer Josie Briggs, FIIDA, of
\ ¢ Studio Celadon (206-706-0506; studioceladon.com)

offers a one-step solution: “The simplest way to
make a space greener is to use no-VOC or low-VOC
products,” she says.

¥ 4 : Paints and coatings, adhesives and sealants,
carpet systems and composite wood materials
typically contain toxins (or Volatile Organic
Compounds) such as formaldehyde, “The toxins
circulate inthe air and land in soft materials such as
carpet, upholstered pieces, drapery, etc.," she says.

Sensitivities to these toxins can cause allergies or
illnesses. Nontoxic options are available locally at
1 Earth 1 Design, the Environmental Home Center
or Greener Lifestyles.

Another easy step, Briggs advises, is to use envi-
ronmentally friendly house cleaners and remove
chlorine bleach from your home."Chlarine is loaded
with dioxins, which get into water supplies,” she
says,"Animals and humans ingest the dioxins, and
our bodies do not know how to process them.”

WALL COVERING embossed Wall Flats (made of 100 percent bamboo pulp) in Seesaw by Inhabit, visit inhabitliving.com for local retailers; HANGING
VASES Plant Orb by Perch (non-toxic glaze, sisal cord), $96 at Velocity Art & Design, (206) 781-9494, velocityartanddesign.com; CANDLESTICK recycled
aluminum Antler candlesticks by Roost, $44-556 at Velocity Art & Design; TABLE Recycled aluminum bistro table by Girari, $1,000 at Seva Home, (206)
323-9920, sevahome.com; COASTERS Hammershell and stingray coasters by R&Y Augousti, $35 each at Seva Home.
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NOW THAT YOU'RE INSPIRED to better your
décor and better the environment, v

you go?

ons for

Seattleites have some great op

local eco-friendly home décor, especially

when it comes to the newest all-the-rage

“Simply BUYING LOCALLY

is an unusual green concept.”
o

country’s top manufacturers of bamboo
based on

flooring, panels and veneer

Bainbridge Island. Founded by husband-and-

team David and Ann Knight, Teragren
(teragren.com) ensures from harvest to final-
product shipment that everything is done
with the highest of environmental standards.

Even retailers and showrooms that aren't

classified as green dealers are carrying high-

end items that fulfill the growing demand

m.com) has

ding O

Terris Draheim (terrisd

several green product lines, |
Collection, which designs a selection of luxu
rious fabrics made from 100 percent natural
materials and custom colored with
nontoxic, zero-impact dyes, Wall-
covering manufacturers such as
Innovations and Maya Romanoff
are not only raising the bar on green
design but also in beautifully
sophisticated wall coverings in general. Find
Innovations at Kelly Forslund (kellyforslund.com)
and Maya Romanoff at Jane Piper Reid &
Company (jprco.com). For an ultramodern
option in sustainable wall décor, check out
Inhabit's embossed Wall Flats: Made of 100
percent bamboo pulp, they are available in
three superchic patterns that can be painted

any color to match your décor (inhabit.com).
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COMPLETE HOME INTERIOR DESIGN
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Holly Van Biene, ASID

2000 124th Ave.NE, Ste.B-102
Bellevue, WA 98005
T:425.646.9009

www.hvbinteriors.com

Christine S. Suzuki & Associates

SPACE PLANNING & DESIGN

Christine S. Suzuki, ASID
Seattle , Washington
T:206.517.4424

www.ChristineSuzuki.com

your options don't stop there: Plenty

e hitting the mark when

it comes to carrying clas entious
designs, further adding breadth and depth to
your choices for smart décor,

Bamboo Hardwoods (bamboohardwoods.

com) carries bamboo flooring and furniture,

and Velocity Art & Design (velocityartand

design.com) has a great selection of acces

L
Q
o

y two companies, Roost and Perch,
that create fun and uniquely stunning products
while keeping the environment in mind. And
for an extensive selection of everything from
organic bed linens to sustainable kitchen-

ell as a green-focused interior

design service), 1 Earth 1 Design (learth
design.com) has you covered.,

"Because we have so many amazing
options now from a style point of view,it's easy
to go green while still being stylish,” Luke says.

‘So the question is, why wouldn't you?" =
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