Facing page: Jill ard David Gilmaur af Sega
na Lega, thatr homo on a private sland i Fij;

J Gilmaur collaborated on the intenior design

wibth Hikd Dsennis, and the archdiechoms is by

Tony Chi. This page: The house, Inspired by

classho Chenese loems and Afkcan tribal struc.

s, oviariooks The Koo Sea. Soo Fesounoes.

JTELAND DAVID GILMOUR CREATE THEIR ULTIMATE PRIVATE

RETREAL IN FIJI, CELEBRATING BOTH SEA AND SKY
TEXT IV STCHELL DWENS: PHOTOGRARTIY I SIMEN UPTUN
IRODUCED BY ANTIA SARSILG



N0 MAM IS AN ISLANIL tha saying goas,
Bul David Gilmaouwr i3 all {thal and so much mosa.

Tha Canada-barn antrepranaur hes mads his
mark an avarything from housawares (e beowght
Dansk 1o Morih Amanica) (o baverages (he found-
ad Fijl Water) 10 tha Internat (Gimour's latest
waniure is Zinia, & digital-maedin firrm aming 10 rev-
alutionize 1ha Wiy magazings and Newspapers
are consumed). But get him started on the sub-
jact of his fe's delight and one is reated to b paean
b Wakaryn, the 2, 200-acre privabe island in Fij whens
hie and his wile, JBI, spand o months every paar,
it is 1k mast pesfact thing, ™ David declares of his
South Seas paracksa, “Mos! men | ki want 1o
AT i SERo0n O an kg, | choss 1 miand,”

The centorpiacs of tha coupla’s gatmaay is thair
Wakaya Cluby & Spa, an eco-parpdisa wiverg tho
food is grown organically, the dinner table s laden
wath nathve fallode it and wild geg s, and Boldinca
folk can avoid The glane of paparazs eshbuibs, Oingy
14 couples are allowod at o time, among them Prince
Felipe of Spain and his wile, Letizia, who spent their
honaymaon have, and Nicals Kidman and Kaith
iUrban. The Gimours ane also primas benelacions of
their part-lima cormmunity, having built a village for
tive Filan workers, with 8 chanming church &nd o
sehool considenad 1he fingst in the archipolngo, The
miast recent addition 10 the aray of struchees @ 8
newy homse for the Gilmcurs. Coalled Soga na Lac [Fi-
Jan for Mo Woarrnes), f i on-Becdntsorm puilion s
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modam archilecture, natres stone and wood, and
Asipn antep s meld ino-something closo bo miagc
“Wo triesd {0 use ga many of iha Iocal matorals a5
possibla,” explaing i, who concanad tha 10,000
equare-fool house and neighboring guaesl wila
with Manhattan-based designer Tony Ghi, 8 cale
brated parfectionist best known lor sensaticnally
chic resteurants, such &s Spoon by Alen Ducissa n
Hong Kong. Composad of thea wings crommad with
shirmmaring Zing roots nspired by classicad Chnd:s)
grchiteciure and Afncan tribal siructunes, thg hoose,
which took four yaars 1o bulld, justaposes walls of
gathered sione—rough, tumblad smodth, and
lichan encrusted—with crystalline planes of glass
that lrame jaw-dropping views of the Kom Ses on
onE saie and gandens on tha othar. Even lha roddish.
beown wiood wsed throughout tha housa & indigo
naous, a iropical hardwood called vasl. Tha front
dioors ars macke of it, boo; their seulptural patchnces
of blocks manded by il to recall the Dangk culling
bomrta hior hushand championad back in tha 1850k
Thaabarmy-5iained bamboo floors mmain unmarmad
by ahoa scuffs—tha Gilmours have adoptad the Fei
an habil of padding arcund barefoot—and are scal
terec wilh antique carpats inom many Couniries
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The Chirese iable armd sicols imike library
are anisgus, and th neg is by Micheslian &
Eahiberg. Fecing page., clockwise loem bope
& polpoinon af 1Sk cenbury Fyian war clubs
Fumnges medict Do weelds veosDdl Shewineg in the
Brary; the sactional b by Mot lrom DDC,
it Enokibad tabls & an anknue Chiness kang
b, amd tha pusg s by Beauvals Carpebs.
Thi loyar Teatures & collection of Burmess
lazgpiisrad weasels; the walls are shaathed an
lacal slane, snd ihe bamboo flooiag is

By Terngien. Tikwien Buddha hands are dis-
played i 16 graal hall. Sas Rosouices,
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Iw Thod with mossscs by Blsasea,
ihe chaine longees sre by
Dodon fedim Janws of Clo; s
Py cpraad-ariar e parcsn aigods
afn antinue. Soe Asanuwces
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“The howse s an amalgamation of our [astes
and our Rigtory, ™ sk Jill, 8 native of Avckiand,
M Sepfand, wiho has conjuned mora than a dozen
risfidlances during e Couplin’s 34 yoars togi,
| worked in fashian, which 1s all aout fextiung
and scale, 50 07m vary fnvie of my emdrgnmant,”
s poicks. =1 van rne turmitues in hobel roor:s,”

Thi altmasphicnd 88 Sega N Laoa B o Dinvilching
synithesis of Westarn comiort and Eastarn mys-
tary, WG wanted tha influsnca of Asia, combinad
with 1 bast of contempoanary spaca.” David ax-
piaing. A bl displiying crandgd-nid Burmoss 1.
Crenrararn groats visilors in the foyes. Anchoring tha
large lving room, which Tony Chi dubbed “tha
great Ball® (511 sounds vary batly, but that's what
vl endiod up Galling it,” Jill &iEyswith a lawghl, ara
cholco piecas from the couple’s collaction, notakly
a carvad-wood hoad of Buddha wih a seraphic smia
on its lips cralied in Busma cenbunies ago. O a pair
of gracaiu hand ragmants slandng neartey, Jillsays,
“Thixsa o Thiad, lopped off some gongedc.es Buddha,

ety St Esbie ey sil o 18 4 leang Bbad fnom
Ching,™ A pair of chisming miniabung horses mauni-
ol o whaels wis mad for an indian mahdaraja and
fourd by onaof Dand 'S Sistors, And anceant-Egypdian
artitacts ling the shaldas of 1ha library-alfice tha
Gilmaurs ghara, including an arrasting pair of
oyes Ammad with coppar

*I just walked arcund staring at évaryihing,” &iys
Paramount Plctures CED turned cancar activ-
isl Sharry Lansing, Sha-and har busband, Dacar-
wanning dinscior Yiliam Friedikin, wene among Sega
na Lega's firsk guasts, “Looking through those win-
dows at the ocean makes you kel you ana fonting.
David and Jill's place i ona of tha most bedatile
houses |'we ever Seen. [1's paradiss on eanh.”

‘Wiards ke that briesg a grin (o Danvid's face. *You
sorf of give up afler a whila, thinking you'il naver
find {he perfect combination,” ha explaing. *Bul
Segana Laga ks iodally satistying. Iwouldn 't changa
a thing, This is the witimala home.” Mayba Fowr
minihus & yaar s going 1o be nearty enough, =



A chalza longue froem DDG and &h ankigus markls
sbood I the Bedroom, Facing page, cletkwisa
fram bz The walls of David's bathroom e
shoathed in Bisxrra mosaice, and 1he Iale tub fea-
bures Kohlar fittings. In J's bathegom, & mche dis-
plays an antioue slabaster Buddha, the wills and
Fub are Bled with Désazza mosalcs, and ke Biings
are by Eohiler, Maya Bomansils mother-cd-paar]
wall cowering croates a shimmaning background in
fhoe masier bedroom; the Bed s by Ted Boarnar, tha
scroll Eabde is 1 8€h cenbury. and 1he cwrtaen: are

ol & brammiscent fabirks By Pollack. Sen Mosourcéea
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